THE SAINTS RAPHAEL,
NICOLAOS AND IRENE

Back in 1463 in the island of Lesvos in Greece valtbe village of Thermi on a
hill martyrdom took place. The year before Moantéth Second with a powerful navy
force sieges the capital of the island Mitilini.dves falls like it happened to
Constantinople (now known as Istanbul) in 1453 #aedocals resist their personal
dramas under the eyesight of a powerful ruler.

As in every comparison of this kind many tragedtiegin. The beastly instincts of
humans can grow gigantic and then the weak andteqied are sacrificed like lamps in
the fields. A billion dramas and a zillion tragesiean be unfolded during times of
damnation. Do they end with death or after yeass gad oblivion comes?

The events that happened on the hill of KaryeBh&frmi have not kept silent the
victims on the cold time of death. They have narbforgotten and they will never be
because they have not died and they will neveadan. They were put to death at dawn
on Tuesday of Diakenisimos in Easter Week and dune¢he morning. It happened on
the 9" of April in 1463. They died just for one day bhey still live.

Two men and one young girl are Saints and Saietsetrdead but they “walk”
among us. Can we see them? Can we contact them&nsher is yes but first let’'s go
back in time in the island of Lesvos in Thermi oitivhi, on the hill of Karyes.

On the hill of karyes there was a monastery deélictd Theotokos, the mother of
Jesus Christ. When the Ottomans invaded Lesvoshidnesn’t set on fire the monastery
at once. Their aim was to suppress the resistante egnhabitants of Lesvos and a small
monastery didn’t seem to be an obstacle of oppositvany Christians have left on the
mountains and fought the Turks but the resistara®fimally suppressed and Lesvos was
congquered. Lesvos would remain under Turkish rimees1912 when it passes again to
Greek hands.

The Turks were enraged seeing the inhabitants ®fdetrying to fight and resist.
Their tactic not to entangle the church in theiemupt to establish domination had
changed. It is true that Christianity and the OditnoChurch are strong binding forces
inside the Greek society and faith has inspirecegions to stand national conflicts and
other hazards.

The Turks decided to attack the church and the stenaof Karyes had been set
as their target while they accused the monks ofrtbrastery that they assist the rebels
that were hiding in the nearby mountains. A massaauld follow but God would be an
observer. How God reacted? Does God have a plan?

The Saints know the plan. They were victims ofwloese death man can
imagine. They are also warriors and athletes taaé lwon the golden wreath of God.

Who are these Godlike immortals that fooled de&® is Saint Raphael? Who
is Saint Nicolas? Who is Santa Irene?

Raphael was born in Ithaca and was given the nagoedibs Laskarides. He was
up brought with Christian values and good educafitve grown up Raphael goes to
famous Mystra a Byzantine state of Peloponnesue hveistudies Medicine and
philosophy. He was friendly bonded with the Bynamtemperor Constantine Paleologos
too. The deep love for his country being endangeretivates him to join the army and




so he becomes an army officer, ciliarco (commanéflarthousand). He was sent to fight
at the great battle of Varna in 1444 where 30008axiers mainly Polish and Hungarians
took part but he didn’t make it to arrive on tinide battle leaves almost the half
Christian army dead. The crash by the 120000 Ottsmaould lead to the fall of the

“city of the world'sdesire” Constantinople soon. The new of the dedesgtppoints
Raphael who dedicates himself to Jesus in Serrbkmoédonia at the monastery of Saint
John the Baptist. After three years he will go theékxs were he will serve as the parish
priest at the parish of St Demetrios in Loumbadad then he will become a bishop at
the Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople. Hig WisConstantinople to congratulate
his old friend Paleologos who was crowned empeias avdecisive point in his life. The
emperor appreciates the qualifications and theadhrcof his friend and keeps him by
his side. Bishop Raphael will take part in a thgadal meeting in France. In France
Raphael would meet his beloved deacon Nicolas.|Bso@as from Thessalonica and he
was studying in France medicine. At the age of @Tng Nicolas was transformed by the
Christian teachings and decided to leave his wplitd and follow Raphael.

The Gods will guide the steps of his children irrdde. During the troubled times
of the fall of Constantinople the events would rebke a falling domino. Constantine
Paleologos dies and Constantinople is capturediwbéaints are chased along with
many refugees who depart from the Alexandroupalis. @ heir final destination would
be the island Lesvos. They reach the village Thetrangers but the village chief would
lead them on the hill of Karyes to the small moegsbf Virgin Mary where they find
one monk named Rouvim. Saint Raphael becomes ai abthe monastery and a small
brotherhood is formed under his abbacy. They wtadste peacefully for nine years and
nothing foretold what would happen at the end. bssvas next. The Ottomans invaded
Lesvos in 1462

The macabre events would take place one yearthftenvasion and the Saints
would wait the wolves to tear their flesh in piecéle chief of Thermi Vasilios, his wife
their young daughter Irene and niece Eleni anddgheher Theodoros will find
themselves trapped at the monastery of Karyes gitinia terrible days of April in
1463.0h Santa Irene, a twelve year old girl whatlaf animals would take your life
without sorrow?

“George was my first name. | have martyred by thek3. Firstly they hit me
with their clubs and thrown me down paralyzed. Tphegctured me with spears, drawn
my beard and drugged my body on the ground. Theynhlanged me on a tree and after
they slaughtered me. Nicolaos came with me as eefagd we martyred together, he
didn’t withstand the martyrdom and died with synedp

These are the words of Saint Raphael that Va&tlgtii dreamed saying to the
abbot lakovos. Vasiliki Ralli is not a person the¢d in 1463. She is a woman that still
lives in Lesvos. Abbot lakovos was also abbot dfilMi in our century. Vasiliki Ralli
was the first that dreamed the indications of thmtSn many occasions. That was the
way that the Saints revealed their story to herrandy other people. The real miracle of
Thermi is a true revelation of our century. Its eglgptical nature leaded in many other
miracles experienced by individuals in many co@strimainly Greece and Cyprus where
the martyr’s fame is so ringing.

In a terrible dream Maria Dourgouna an inhabitdri¥lilini describes:



It was like | was in Karyes and | see Saint Rapkattl his pants (the one worn in old
times) and naked above his waist. His hands wedeupp behind with a rope. He was
kneeling and above him were five savage men wids egd by anger. The two of them
hold a saw and they were slaughtering him througmouth. When | saw them | was
terrified and started crying. Then | heard a va@aging “You see the martyrdom they did
to me? | martyred in the Easter. In Easter yougtarify me. The ones that tortured me
were caught, killed and thrown in a pit”.

Another devout woman reports the following dream:

“The place resembled Karyes. A tall and fat ladg tne. You know who | am? | am the
mother of Irene. My name is Maria. | was so glaat they made paraklisis at the place
they burned my child! We suffered so much up hezecame to hide. First they have
started torturing Rinoula (Irene). They took anotihéant that was in my arms thrown it
down and kicked to death in front of my eyes. Bseauscreamed and rushed to take the
baby, they rubbed me. While they were torturingRmyoula, | couldn’t bear and had
syncope. So | didn't martyr but my husband suffeadot” Rinoula was burned inside a
large jar.

Virginia Adam reports:

“Lately at nights | hear talks outside my home.dswstepping outside but | was seeing
nobody. One night | heard the talks again and |daké of the window. | saw two
monks beside a neighbor’s wall having a conversdiiat | couldn’t hear what they were
saying. Staying for much time at this positionlt feed and went to bed. A priest
presented himself coming out of the wall. He wasngparound twenty five years old,
thin face and average height and his clothes weneng). He said. “I am Saint Nicolas,
why you doubt? Come to show you where we sit”. étiktme by the hand and showed
me the way to Karyes. In a while | saw them botlkiag on the hill”.

The apparitions of the Saints and the other magygsshocking. Martyr Eleni and
the teacher Theodoros appeared in people’s drezventd described their end.

There were believers and unbelievers but the eeetenf the investigation that
took place were uncontradictable. The inhabitamtheir narrations describe that Saint
Raphael insisted for his existence.

The start of this revelation started in 1959. AngdRallis wanted to build a
chapel on the ruins of an old church on Karyes Walsiliki Ralli was seeing her uncle in
her dreams rushing her to build a chapel there.rliims of the monastery were forgotten
inside the estate with olive trees of Angelos Raklifter the killings and the destruction
of the monastery only the skeletons of the maidyd the apparitions of the Saints would
explain the sanctity of the place. A cycle of dredmtween the inhabitants started and
the tombs of the martyrs were found with the intiices of the Saints.

With the help of an archeologist and the authajti&aint Raphael was found
inside the ruins of the monastery. The jaw of themBwas found away the skull. It
martyred the awful death of Saint Raphael. Therstiwere found in the yard. Saint
Raphael prophesized that the grave of Saint Nicetadd be found on a Monday, in the
rain and so it happened. A lead seal was found $aiat Nicolas. On one side is Virgin
Mary and on the other the Archangel Michael.

The old monastery was built on the ruins of anothenastery that was destroyed
by pirates in 1235. The grave of the superior motifi¢he nunnery (Igoumeni) Olimbia
who suffered martyrdom was also found. On her skalle found three large nails. The



inhabitants of Thermi had preserved throughouturég a religious anniversary at this
place, without knowing its meaning. Now everythigs revealed. The monastery was
rebuilt and now is again a female monastery. Ingasbns took place in 1917, by Turks
who owned the estate. Many times a monk was sekingdaving a censer in his
hands. The locals were hearing bells or hymns wamgiéor the source. The
investigations stopped because with their own ggefied the supernatural origin.

The apparitions of the Saints have not stopped tfifee Saints appear to people
in need and heal cancer and other incurable dise@key heal the pain of body and soul.
People glorify them turning them around (their ispwith banners and bells. Mirsini
Dougouna remember her dream: Twelve young menum8aint Raphael and one of
them tells her: “For centuries we glorify him. Téame glory you will make for him too.
You will turn him around with banners and bells.

At the end we must try to answer the question. Oiéed have a plan? God had a
plan for Saint Raphael, Nicolas and Irene. Therstrba a secret plan for everyone in
life. Just the eyes must be opened not to lossiti of the passerby meanings.
Attention and discernment.



